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PRELIMINARY AMENDMENT AND RESPONSE 

Mail Stop RCE 

Commissioner for Patents 
PO Box 1450 

Alexandria, Virginia 22313-1450 
Sir: 

The present communication is a Preliminary Amendment accompanying a 
Request for Continued Examination under 37 C.F.R. § 1 .53(d) and is responsive to the 
Office Action mailed on June 26, 2003 (Paper No. 1 1). A Notice of Appeal, 
accompanied by a fee for extension of time of two months, was timely filed on 
November 5, 2003. 

The present RCE and Preliminary Amendment and Response are timely filed 
within two months of the filing of the Notice of Appeal. 

Please amend the claims as indicated and consider the arguments and remarks 

below. 


